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Reflection on the New Church
Rev. Louis C. Zee

Building a new church is a great event, even in the life of a priest. Among the classmates who were
ordained with me at the same time, only three had the opportunity to build a church. My highest point of
church construction in the past was to add a small room as a sacristy to a little existing church. | have never
dreamed of building a church, nor do | believe that I am a church builder. I had lived in lowa for 48 years
beginning in my college days. My life is near to an end. In fact, | have already bought a grave for myself in
lowa. The only wish left in my life was to serve the Church in China or the Chinese Catholics for a few years
before | leave this world.

When the Ascension Chinese Mission was searching for a pastor, it never knew my existence in the
beginning at all. Finally they found me. God heard my prayers and He granted my wish. | came to the
Ascension Parish with a heart to serve and not to domineer. But to be a pastor, a priest must lead as well as
to serve. Once | learned that the vast majority of the parishioners wanted to build a new church, | supported
the decision, and | put my whole heart and soul to the project. | also urged the parishioners to pray fervently
for this undertaking.

| have witnessed church building process in the past. Some parishes had quarrels over the building
project, feelings among the parishioners got ugly, in some cases, and a parish actually broke up into pieces.
So during our church building process, | urged everyone to be extremely sensitive as not to hurt anyone’s
feelings. | stressed again and again, that we must be united, cooperate and work together. We should not
quibble over small matters, squabble, or get mad, or so opinionated as to drive others away.

We do have an urgent need for a new church, but building a new church must be an expression of our
faith. We must carry it out according to the will of God. If God wants us to be successful, we will be
successful. If God doesn't, then church we would like to build will never be built. The greatest danger in
building a church is the split or the scattering of the parish. Therefore we must do everything to prevent this.
In fact, our parish should grow and the parishioners should be ever more kind and cooperative.

A new church may be built on the cement and steel, on the brick and mortar, but a real church is built
from the heart, that is, on the time, the talents, and the treasure we are willing to give to God. The building
fund, the church design, and the equipment in the church are all very important, but they are not most
important, the most important ingredient is our being “living stones”. God's church is built on these stones.

Parishioners were very positive toward the Church Building Capital Campaign. The spirit of the Capital
Campaign Committee was also very praise worthy. It adopted a policy toward pledges from parishioners for
the new church. “Encourage more from the well-off, be content from the less blessed, and be prepared to
face little or nothing from the unwilling.” Each member of the committee must act with gratitude toward all
donors. No one should make any negative comments or resentment when faced with refusal.

Our parish had many fund raising activities in the past few years. Parishioners made many big sacrifices



to make our dream-church a reality. | sincerely thank all the parishioners who made contributions toward the
new church in various areas. | must also thank the friends and relatives of the parishioners, (some of these
friends and relatives are not even Catholics) for their support and gifts to help us on the project.

Building a church is a complicated and time consuming project. In the process, | learned a lot. What
impressed me the most is the extremely high regard for human life in the construction business. Even before
the ground breaking, the soil must be tested not only for its construction quality, but also for the harmful
elements such as poisonous chemicals and radioactive waste. For the extended exposure to these elements
will affect one’s health. Anyone who enters the work site must wear a hard-hat to prevent serious brain
damage if anything should fall on the head. In an emergency case, the building must have an alarm system
to warn the danger, and also a clear path for easy and quick exit.

“Fire” is a big item in construction. The fire regulation is very exacting and the inspection very stringent.
If the fire marshal doesn't approve the building, the building cannot be used. Besides the entrance door,
there must be several exits in case of emergency. Above the exit doors, the “Exit” lights must be on all the
time. If there should be an electric outage, these lights must be powered by a back-up battery. If there is a
small fire in the building, there must be an easy access to use the fire extinguisher. To put out a big fire in
the building, a sprinkling system in the ceiling must be installed. A separate water line is dedicated for this
purpose. To monitor the fire, the system is connected by a telephone line with the monitoring company and
the fire department. Like the water line, this telephone line is also dedicated for this purpose only. The
Houston building code requires a second telephone line as a back up. The chances for our new church to
have a fire are very low, the water and the telephone lines may never be used, but the regular fees must be
paid every month. Just for that remote chance of a fire, we are required to have all these precautionary
equipment installed.

The security features increased our building cost by 3%. But the Ascension Parish gladly accepted
these requirements, for the lives of our parishioners are precious. They should not risk their lives when they
come to church to pray. For the safety and the security of the people, the construction has to follow so many
strict regulations. It certainly proves how precious human life is.

However, human life in most cases does not last more than 100 years. If a life that lasts less than 100
years is so precious, then the value of an everlasting life must be beyond all measure. If we have to do so
much in construction to safe guard the life of the body, then how much more we must do to safe guard the
life the soul that last for ever and ever.

To see a new church being built at the Ascension Parish has been a great life experience for me. | also
gained a great insight to appreciate the value of life. It's wonderful that our society puts so much emphasis
on human life (the health and safety of the body.) This also convinces me all the more the greatness of
religion. For the Church takes care of the health of the soul. And the Church helps people to gain a life that
is eternal.

Happy New Year!!l
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